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ments; and, so far as it is possible to judge, this is likely to
be the case.

The arrangements in the Convention relating to Persia
and Afghanistan are peculiar, in so far as they were made
without consulting the two Powers chiefly concerned, and
thus they afford another illustration of the manner in which
the West treats the East. This fact is not likely to be
forgotten either by the Persians or by the Afghans, and it is
probable that their actions may render the Convention of
little or no meaning. The Persians, like other Oriental
peoples, had thoroughly realised that, as a result of the war
with Japan, the arrogant pretensions of Russia to a high-
handed control in Central Asia had received a very effective
check; and recent events in Persia have shown that the
leaders of the progressive movement in that country were
preparing to take steps in the direction of carrying their
ideas into practice. Their disappointment, if not disgust,
must have been great, when they found that Britain had
turned her back on Persian aspirations and joined with
Russia in a scheme for the partition of their country, if not
for political, at least for commercial and industrial purposes;
and they have had sufficient experience of Western diplo-
macy to know that arrangements of this kind inevitably lead
to political problems. Meantime, a great impetus has been
given to national aspirations in Persia, and it will be interest-
ing to watch the development of constitutional government
and its results on international affairs.

Recent events in Persia, however, seem to show that that
country is not yet ripe for a complete constitutional govern-
ment. The use of a battery of artillery is, no doubt, an
effective means of closuring a Parliamentary discussion, but
it does not help in the solution of the problems involved;
it only postpones them, and affords a proof of the danger
of attempting to graft Western institutions on an Eastern
country, before the people have been adequately prepared
for them.

We need not, meantime, discuss the details of the Con-